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The Enduring Problem of Over-Familiarity

By COLE M. BIENEK
Jomroalizm Lenild Writer

Sai Quennin Stats Prsoa
boasan the laghest nuesher of
comumnsty vahlinteers and staff
sponsarshaps in the emtice siaxie
if mot the pation. Everv day a
wvenmable oy of dedscared. al-
st men and women pass
througlt  %as  Quenten’s  sran
gates. brimging  mmch-oeeded
Bcpe and compassion to the men
e wiilien the walle

“There m a differenr moed
e Queatn, contpared o other
prisons” sy Tason s vounp
men who attends Patten Univer-
=i, chapel sernces, and playvs
tennis on the weeksmdi with
eneanbers af 1he Maris Tenus
Clulr. “The wumbes of velun-
#eery crenies am atmosphers of
wantng o change ™

Vst Array of Paople

Volundesrs tamge Brom  sinte
eplayeel Wi EDidEnr TAusEs
actevaly goope and prograns, o
peopls Freen the comunnsy wha
recerve subeiantsal rmmng, B
those who spply for, and recerve
cleprance b comdact workshops,
wEMNmACE, o pRricipaie s ath-
leus prograss alongssde preon-
Ty

These vast arcevs of people
face & pamber of challempes dur-
g e conree of ther convikiss
The Departesens of Corgeciices
and  Rehabilitateos  provides
ATEMIAE 10 recopnszng and pre-
venting ihe Bow of conirahand
m mnd oot of the instienhon

T fousd the prasmisg 1o be ge-
abins: and valusbde,” says Peter
Ainsworth, s teacher’s assistans
“Every persom who works with
inmates mast creste bommdaries
that cannot be brokes, you bave
1o decede whiat your oW parsm-
epers ane "

Lok to Tatle 15

Oane of e moost diffieuh sub-
tects o deal with, for prrsoners.
fall-time =taff. and valmiees
abike, = thar of over-faslaaary
When appevacked regarding the
odficsal departmental defl

gape m undne FBamibamty with
mmates. .~ However. there s
n particular lack of precision in
the formal legal nguage As-
certmieng exaody what " famil-
" meass 16 dafficulr

What Volunteers Learn

amil members dascnie the
waalle during the ssonsl tiree-
honr  classes that  vobamerss
nwpst canplete 1w order o penen
thewr securiy passes, knoam as
"Beige Cprds”  Ohe wolimbeer
who stpended 4 Segtember tram-
nf wessam peporied a member
of the lovestiganve Sevices
Uiz {1517 offered o seriss of
prohfaicns

The officer said hand shakes
are 0K bt oo hugs. no friendly
taps on the shesalder, wo ase af
Brst names, 0o shenng of food.
e discloug of personal imfor-
tesarso sne b s adidssen of B
thy mitaariom; never loan money.
manspoTl  correspondesce,  or
make phone calls for munates,

Some temaiss prey an val-
usteers wath low celfespesm
eapecaally women. the officer
reported. A1 the cenclusios, the
cificer stated dhat  volwmiesss
shesald adoga a profesuonal -
titude, with comservative dress
nnd behmaor.

Lars of Prasan Lars

Most people conmected o
the deparimaear agree that oves-
famdiariy 15 & vahd concerm
Priscn boge abounds ok s
of sl s prizimers who fll
m Jove amsl cross the bonndarses.
other =iaff res=gn thewr posstions
and begin wisiimg & particaler
mmate. Californa pewspapess
teport gecaseomal msnasces of
seaff o volusesers conghe wad-
Bekang drugs. tobacco, mouey,
and cell phones,

There mme alsa acconnts of
presomers lives being drsstscally
chenged due 1o an sthicel, ver
peotound felatoahip with o val-
usdeer oo stafl member warking
warh uemates.

Some mmate groups  deal

of over-Familsardy, members of
she admumisiation smd thas the
definmon is foend in the Trile
15 Code of Begulstions, which
staies, “Emplovers mast o0 en-

with very : -
and life-pliering  experiences
Participamis m the Vichm OF-
feasder Educanon Crroap, YVOEG,
share theg despea creres and
bare they souls s & @rowp sei-

g fscilitated ¥y ooe or more
comisniry velsmess In ande
tior the facilitarors 1 provide fhe
smmesphere nesded for chasgs
b ooour, ey muss. by pecss-
sy possess a el of empathy
comsistesa with the work being
sccomphibed. In sitaazions sach
s thes, veddmiesss and aaff sma
maisrain ks m order io oo
e the work.

Inck Dhson. am expenenced
VOEG volusiesr fscslicancr, rec-
oandzes tle challeoges that conse
wilh the territory, and nodes that
the programs and the work mre
Hie meoesl important thimg. T
wonld be oagse.” e aays el
tzon elesady tickeming bas voice,
“af I ever ded asyihung 10 oo
the program ~

Makutnbning lutegriry

Prisoners understand thai the
success ar failuae of 3 program
depends largely upon the rela-
tsenihign among the imembers,
mnid how well evervone imvolved
i= ahle to focuy on poutve proup
enid personal poalls. Prisooers
ale anderatand thar they e
scienires be the omts to alain-
s the lue beroeen allowabls
anil prolnbded Behavior

“We have to be proacive n
innistiiing the wisgnity of cur
groups”  waye Daved Coman,
presidem of the Alhance foe
Change “In the Allimnce, we
grve an oneniatos workshop o
new vohiteers, and e have s
wiririen voluotees palicy.

Comai notes that Sen Casntin
provides fertile proand for pos-
trve personal changs, and o larpe
pari of ihas comes from comir-
lutzoms ennde by the voluseers.
“Uzedererasding the ubponiance
of fhe Sas (el prograss i
the responubslity of everyome
who perticipates 1o shem,” =ys
& Newrth Bk Bifer ~“We bave 10
realeze thar e Fonese welfare of
oor predeaiss, and 1he abiliny
leave & Jegacy for other prisos-
ers o benefi from. depends on
how ethically we condoci onr-
selves aow,”

Correcosal officers are ca
the front lines of the struggle
e mainéaan the security of the
nstmbon, and moss agree that
ovei-famaliancy 1 B0 enpoing
mnd nusgoe probieu

“Seime inmates will manipu-
lste fresadadbups aod coax seadd
inny imgpaeper behavior” ponn
ot e veberan affices. “Amd
somslames volnteers wall pan
ETOUpE JUSE T SET WS & NS EL 0
funnel contraband in.”

o Easy Salurine

However. the officer sagpests
that there i pedbaps o mch
cplasis placed npon some of
the trivial vei hanned behaviors.
He admitz thai brimping in even
a Barmless, vl theng, soch
a5 o benle of warsr or pece of
frmit specifically B an mimate.
can lead bo mose serweps security
breackes ~This isns will prob-
ably pever be eesolved,” adds
the officer, “There 15 simply oo
ensy walunon, iof 0 cen be solved
as all”

Many San Qhsentin siaff and
inmates are besstanmi o spenk
abeoan the over-famubanty e
“This sibject nesds 1 be talked
aborn openly. sod the sSae-
holders need o work topether.”
eoisneli ans o e dtaffval-
nnteer. “People are complacared,
amd relmmerhips are the most
evarglex of &l himes aniense-
twois,” she smtes sotneg that the
inmate-waff relahonship madel
1% umlike sny oiher

Sports Valiunteers

Becreamoe Comdimacr Dion
Drelevi deals wath a lasge vol-
wme of wolunteers each week,
amd s to remmin conmsenihy
vigelen. “I comstautly have o
sensnd gy Bege Card bolders
that they mre here 0 compeie,
that'sn”

O Sept LE amd 19, 580 Qhocn-
us CARES, i coyunction weth
Avon,  spomsored ks momal
Breast Caxcer Walk-a-Thoo A
diverse vanery of wamates, vafd,
amd volupteers walked thow-
sands of collectnve japs topether,
mavaig thonsands of doblass for
desenrch and sugpeon

# femnle volunieer, who wish-
% B0 pemAIn enomyimoses, siated
it these wins sotlng nsarual
ar particalarly soewenthy abou
2. Breazt Capcer Walk-a-Thon,
Tt ik faci that it occurred be-
himd Sen Quentn’s walls wade
1t sz "1 comld heave been walking

chroen the streed in my nesghbor-

EBond wth these men.” she sasd,
“ehe ooy differemer a6 thar [
can't bug then ™

Dne kemp-term inmafe_ having
served over 30 yexre, reveals the
wadness and pasn that develops
after decades il commpi-
maneie lmman contact “1 can
shaloe hands wiik the men T see
every day, and [ cas g ey
freend [ can even shake bands
with sooae of the staff and vol-
amleers. bt God forbid thas [
by the woman who Bad beea
mmy mmemtar, pdviser, and sobrsety
counselor for severs] vears”

He reflects opon the paycho-
logical unpact thar the deprs-
tion of buman comtact kas on
an mmate “When the officer [
work witl every day. eight o
a day, for e vears straigh his
#0 put on & prir of rubber ploves
before tonching me. it recmnds
me o gever Borger that 1 am so

=

U.S. Judge
Is Facing
Impeachment

WASHINGTON - A Loussi-
ana federal padpe 18 faceng 1m-
peackmeni on corrapisn tharg-
ex. The case apminsi Judge G
Thomes Porieons s schednled
mo go before the fall Seome by
anid-Novenshes

If conwered, he would be.
come just the egglah federsd
jodge seatoved froo the beach
A rwor-thirds vode 15 requared for
convictiom. Federnl mdges are
apposmied for lafe.

In March ithe House voied
emamimonsly o bomp fowr
tickes of impeachment apamns
Porteans

He i accesed of sccephng
cash, meals, wips and other fa-
vor froo persons with b
i1 his eo.

A panel of 12 semators recenidy
conchuded hearmg the case. Por-
secmes has been snspended Fom
Eearing cosey, He also1s acomyed
of filing & frmndulent bankmapicy
and lymg ro Congress when the
Senaes confirmed him as o fed-
eral judge i 1954



