Application for Volunteers 

 San Quentin Buddhist Meditation Group
Buddhadharma Sangha
sqsangha@gmail.com
Please fill in the two page application and return to the above e-mail address.

Please include a recent photo.

Legal Name (as on license):



       Gender: 
Address:

Phone #:

e-mail:

Drivers License:


State:
Social Security #:




      Date of Birth:
If not US citizen, passport # and country:

Date:

The San Quentin Buddhadharma Sangha has met Sunday evenings from 5:15-9:00 continuously for 11 years.  Seido Lee deBarros of the San Francisco Zen Center is the guiding priest and Dharma teacher. The size of the group fluctuates but is usually about 20 inmates and 4-8 volunteers. For general information on the Sangha, visit www.sqzen.org.
Volunteers are expected to have an established meditation practice, some familiarity with Buddhism, and a sensitivity and willingness to observe the protocols, attitudes, and dress code of prison chaplaincy work.

If you are interested in joining the Sangha, please fill out this form and email it along with a picture to sqsangha@gmail.com. One of the group leaders will contact you to discuss the program and your interest. If it seems like an appropriate match, your above personal data will be submitted to San Quentin administration for an initial three-month security clearance, or “gate clearance,” authorizing you to enter the prison. The entire application process generally takes one to two months.
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1. Have you ever volunteered in a prison program in the past? Please describe.
2. How did you hear about this program?
3. Do you have a meditation practice and/or a familiarity with Buddhism?  Are you currently affiliated with a Sangha? Please describe.
4. What is your interest in volunteering at San Quentin?
5. What is your work in the world?
6. How often do you think you would attend the program? When do you wish to begin coming?
7. Do you have a car?

8. Please include any other information you feel may be relevant to volunteering in this program

